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Jackie's future a 

blank canvas but 

what's in frame? 
E�tal11,t 
STEVEN WARDlll 

A CLEARER picture might 
emerge on Monday as to 
whether beleaguered former 
deputy premier Jackie Trad re­
ally does intend to stay in 
politics. 

Trad. insisted on Saturday 
she'd recontest her seat of 
South Brisbane but that was 
before she knew that her min­
isterial career was over and 
someone would soon be clear­
ing out her 1 William Street 
"Tower of Power" office. 

Former Queensland Labor 
leaders and their deputies 
don't often hang around in 
state politics after they've 
given up the trappings of 
Cabinet� 

And more than most other 
"formers", it's hard to imagine 
Trad toiling away as a hum­
bled backbencher although her 
love for her eclectic commun­
ity could never be questioned. 
In fact, it might partly explain 
why she's currently in this 
mess with Queensland's cor­
ruption watchdog. 

However, between the ris­
ing Green army and the LNP's 
decision to preference Trad 
last at the state election on Oc­
tober 31, winning South Bris­
bane isn't going to be easy. 

Would she really want to 
risk the ignominy of first losing 
her lofty station and then los­
ing her seat? 

Monday is crucial because 
that's when nominations close 
for sitting Labor MPs after 
party headquarters fortuitous­
ly chose to open them on the 
day that Trad's ministerial re­
sponsibilities were officially 
carved up and cast around to 
her former State Cabinet col­
leagues. 

Maybe Trad will complete 
the paperwork and decide at 
another time whether public 
life still has any appeal, poss­
ibly after she's cleared by the 
Crime and Corruption Com­
mission. 

Or maybe it will be the 
watchdog that decides her fate, 
although that seems unlikely. 

Right now Trad's future is a 
blank canvas and very few 
have a clue what she might do. 

BAIL IN KILL CASE 
A THIRD teen charged over Jack Bea­
sley's murder has been granted bail. 

Police have confirmed a 16-year-old 
had been granted bail with conditions in 
Queensland Children's Court yesterday. 

Police alleged five teens - aged 19, 17, 15 
and two 16-year-olds - exchanged words 
with Jack (pictured) and another teenager 
near the IGA in Surfers Paradise just be­
fore 8pm on December 13. 

The 15-year-old is charged with pulling 
out a hunting-style knife and stabbing 
Jack to death. The five teens are charged 
with murder and acts intended to cause 
grievous bodily harm. Scott Johnson. 
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'Missile' 
targets 

■

cancer 1n 
the brain 
SUEDUNlM 

RESEARCHERS have devel­
oped a brain cancer drug 
"missile" that can cut through 
the brain's protective coating -
the blood-brain barrier - in a 
major breakthrough that 
could save thousands of lives. 

While the skull, for exam­
ple, protects against physical 
damage, the blood-brain bar­
rier provides a defence against 
disease-causing pathogens 
and toxins present in our 
blood. 

But a new delivery method 
for brain cancer treatment that 
worked in mice and human 
clinical trials could begin at the 
end of this year. 

Professor Kris Thurecht, 
from the ARC Centre of Excel­
lence, said the nanomedicine 
his team has developed not 
only gets into 
the tumour tis­
sue, it also trav­
els to the core 
of the tumour. 

About 1800 
Australians are 
d i a g n o s e d  
with brain 
cancer every 
year but it has among the low­
est survival rate of any cancer, 
with just 4 per cent of people 
still alive after five years. 

One of the reasons is that 
the brain has a protective bar­
rier of blood vessels that block 
most substances from the 
bloodstream, including medi­
cines, entering the brain. 

"It's exquisite until you 
need to treat something in the 
brain," Prof Thurecht said. 

+ 

It means the main form of 
treatment for brain cancer is 
surgery, which can damage the 
brain and which often fails to 
remove all the tumour. 

To overcome this defence 
mechanism, Prof Thurecht 
(pictured) has designed nano­
medicines to shuttle the medi­
cine into the brain. A synthetic 
nanoparticle called polyethey­
lene glycol (PEG) is wrapped 
around a small dose of the 
medicine doctors wish to use. 

The PEG acts like a lolly 
wrapper, making it invisible to 
the immune system. 

Once in the brain tumour 
the high acid levels in cancer 
cells trigger the release of the 
drug from its wrapper. 

"N anomedicines have been 
called guided missiles," Prof 
Thurecht said. 

Community questions 'green bridge' plan 
TOBIAS JURSS-lEWIST 

A "VERY concerning" lack of 
support could halt the prog­
ress on one of Brisbane's five 
new green bridges with resi­
dents dissatisfied about the lo­
cation and use of the bridge. 

Findings from a survey 
presented to Brisbane City 

-council's Public and Active
Transport Committee yester­
day, showed 46 per ce-nt of the
545 respondents who ·com-

mented.about the Bellbowrie 
Bridge saw "little benefit" in a 
bridge that cannot accommo­
date cars. Seventy-two per 
cent of those respondents 
who commented on the Bell­
bowrie bridge "strongly disa­
greed" with the bridge's 
alignment, while 63 per cent 
said they would never or rare­
ly use the bridge. 

Meanwhile, planned green 
bridges Kangaroo Point, St 
Lucia, Toowong and Break-

fast Creek attracted majority 
support from residents, with 
at least 50 per cent of respon- · 
dents saying they would use 
their respective bridge weekly 
or daily. 

Pullenvale Ward Counsel­
lor Greg Ademiann said the 
lack of support for the Bell­
bowrie bridge was "very con­
cerning for such a key piece of 
infrastructure". 

"My community is telling 
me .... if there's to be a bridge 

at Bellbowrie it must carry 
cars," Cr Adermann said. 

Council Opposition Leader 
Jared Cassidy said the green 
bridge program was already in 
disarray, saying "the lack of 
planning is frightening and 
appalling". 

Committee chair Council­
lor Ryan Murphy said a re­
vised consultation about the 
bridge would take place be­
fore planning for the Bellbow­
rie bridge could proceed. 
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